Hhistory

of

Christ Church, Frederica, Ba.

The history of the Church on St, Simon’s Island is, in
its carliest period, closely interwoven with that of the colony
itseli; for from the very beginning of the settlement of
Georgia the services of the Church were maintained among
the colonists by public authority as one of the chief agencies
for the common welfare. As to the utility of these services
at that 1ime, Oglethorpe says: “The change in the people
since the arrival of the mission i1s very visible, with respect
to the increased industry, love, and charity”

It should be kept in mind that this Church was, at the
foirst, a part of the missionary work of Christ Church,
Savannah, and was served, when there was no clergvman-
in-charge, by rectors from that parish.  Parizsh bounds were,
mdeed, established as early as 1758, but it was a full fifty
years later beiore the parish was really incorporated.
Ience it is, and contrary 1o the general opinion, that the
first five ministers of this Chureh were missionaries,
appointed by either the Bishop of London, the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. or the
Colonial Trustee in whom the appointment vested. There
were five such misgionaries, aiterwards nine rectors. making
a total of fourteen officially placed clergvmen to date.

The narrative therefore easily resolves itself into three
periods: The Mission; The Parish Organized: The Parish

Reorganized.
% o=

First Periad
The Mission
1
Hewn. Chacles Wealep, 1736

The first foundation of the town of Frederica, the very
name of which is now little more than a memory, was laid
by General Oglethorpe on the fifteenth day of February
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1736, and our Church life dates from the same day, when all
of the colonists joined in Evening Praver.

The first clergyman was the Rev. Charles Wesley, a
devoted Priest of the Church of FEngland, who came with
Oglethorpe as his private chaplain anid seeretary, hut who,
as chaplain, took ull charge of the mission work of the
place and garvison. e at once began the daily services,
and a2 noonday praver-meeting. which all alike, whether
military or civilian, were compelled to attend, being sum-
maoned thercta by the drums of the soldiers.

Almost the first building within the walls was one
intenvled in part as a chapel—its site is now coverad by the
waters of the Frederica River. This boilding was of
Ctappy,” or tabby as it 12 now called, a combination of lime,
sanid. and ovster shells, mixed with water, and laid while
thus plastic, in courses about a foot deep, between hoards,
the Boards being removed as soon as the tabby was hard
enough to begin another course.

This combination storehonse and chapel was 12 = 20
feet: the cellar and lawer floor being used as storerooms.
and the upper for a chapel. As long as the soldiers were
stationed at Frederica, the chaplain of the regiment or other
minister officiated in this huilding, and the services of the
Church were kept up with regularity,

For a time all things scemed to move smoothly for the
young Priest, Mr. Weslev, but his vigorous shesherding led
at length to a rebellion on the part of the flock, False
charges were bromght against the ehanlain, and the Genersl,
who at first believed them, made his lite a barden,  The
proof of Mr, Wesley's entire innocence led, at length, to a
reconciliation hetween the General and himseli: but we
cannot wonder that, Iving desperately il on the hare ground,
and almost uncared for, the glamor of colonial life for him
faded away, He concluded that his work was over, and in
July of the same vear he sailed for England, never to seturn.

= = L

Hev, Jobn Weslep

During the following sixteen months, the Tsland was
given services accasionally by the sill more devoled John
Wesley, rector of Christ Church, Savannah, from which
place he made his way on foot, trusting for the crossing of
the larger rivers to the passing canoes of the iriendly
Indians. The fact of these visits to Frederica has been
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questioned, bur the writer has scen Wesley's own diary, in
which he 1¢lls how he fell into the water from a small hosat
while embarking from Frederica; and the leaves of the diary
showed the marks of the water.

+ 4 *
II

Rev. Gea, Whitheld
1737 to 1738

Upon his departure. the Rev. George Whitfield, having
been appointed by the Bishop of London 1o officiate as
Deacon at Savannah and Frederiea, <ailed for Cieorgia,
passing Weslev's vessel in the Downs.

Whitfield seeved the Churches to which he had heen
appointed very earelessly, his mind being intent on other
objects,
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Hew. Wikiom Nords
1740 to 1741

In 1739, the Rev. William Norris was appointed v the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts-
as missionary in Georgia, and during 1740 and 1741 was
posted at Frederica. His character, we read. was VEry
doubtiul, his work seeming 1o have heen productive of
more harm than good.

¥ w %
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B, Eamuel Bosomworth
1743 to 1745

In 1743, the Rev. William Barion, as Trustee for the
Colony, placed the Rev. Mr, Bosomworth in charge at
Frederica, This man had come out with Oglethorpe, as an
adventorer and trader with the Indians, 2 woman of which
race he later on married. She was a halfbreed, and had
been Oglethorpe’s interpreter with the Indians. He took
Orders in the Church, but was a sad disgrace to them; for
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hic and his wife were constantly stirring up strifc between
the colonists amd the Indians, and for the basest personal
ends.

While at Frederica on onc occasion, Bosomworth and
his wife induced certain Indians there, who claimed 1o be
chieis, or representative warriors from the nearby towns
and tribes, to proclaim one of their number emperor, This
proclamation having been duly signed and witnessed, they
persuaded the so-called emperor to deed to them the islands
of 5t. Catharine, Ossahaw, and Sapelo, Later, Bosomworth
got the Indians to proclaim his wife queen of all of the
nearby tribes, and then, in order to make good their claim
to the =aid islands, marched on Savannah, where there
would have been much bloodshed. and very possibily- the
destruciion of the colony, but for the wisdom and firmness
of those in anthority there. As it was, this pair cost the
colony more than £ 10000 beiore they were satisfied. The
islands of Sapelo and Ossabaw heing sold by the crown to
cover expenses, and 5t, Catharine being given to the Bosom-
worths,  In 1745, he was suspended from the ministry,
miich to the reliel of a long-suffering community.

® * ¥
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Bev. Wartholomem Zoabechubler
1746 to 1766

The fallowing vear, the Rev. Mr, Zoaberhuhler received
charge, for a time. of the whole province. Landing at
Frederica, he labored {faithiully, not only here, hut at
Savannah amd Augusta. He was the exact opposite of his
pradecessor, a man full of zeal and of carnest faith, with
mature judgment and great discretion, counting his own
life as nothing in the service of his Master.

For twenty yearz he traveled the whole length of the
colony, serving the Church to the glory of God and the
:hlLu-t.-Lumn of h1~== people.

It was during this rectorship that the parish hounds
were established, as follows: “The town and district of
Frederica, with the islands of Great and Little 5t, Simon's
and the adiacemt islands, <hall be and forever continue a
parish, by the mame of 5t James'” (Mar. & Craw. Dig.,
Vol 1, p. 149},

Mr. Zoaherbuhler died in 1766, lamented by men of
every name and race,
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Second Period

The Parish Grganized. 1808

In 1790, the varous small landholders leit the Island
for new homes on the mainland, and were succeeded, after
zome vears, by about a dozen well-to-do indigo planters.
It was not long, however, helore these planters abandoned
the cultivation of imligo for the newly introduced cotton
plant, which promised better returns ior their labor; and
in a short while there were twelve large plantations on the
Island, the owners being mostly Church people.

After their plans for the enltivation of cotton Thaul been
periected, and feeling the need of having religious services
establisherd among them, these planters, with the other
penple of the Tsland in sympathy with them, created them-
selves a parish by the election of wardens and vestrymen;
amd in commemoration of the aid received from the mother
Church, in Savannah, called themselves the “Wardens and
Vestry of Christ Church, Frederica.”

Under this title, they petitioned the Legislature for a
grant of land on which to huild oochurch, and which was,
by itz rental. to assist in the Church’s support.. In response
to this appeal, the Legislatore, on December 22, 1305, duly
incorporated the parish, and granted 1o the Wardens aml
Vestry of Christ Church. Frederica. and their successors in
office. all that land around the town of Frederica, called the
“Carden Lots” comprising 100 acres, with three lots within
the town. This land was rented to planters, and the pro-
ceedsépaid aside for the erection oi a new church ; services
meanwhile being held in a tabby building back of what iz
aone (1010% the Anson Dodge Home for Orphan Boys, and
later in a building near the Cross Roads, one mile east of
the church. In this Act, William Page and Rabert Grant
were named as wardens. and Joseph Turner, John Couper,
James Hamilton, Ramon Demere. Jr.. and George Abbott
as vestrymen,
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Bew, De, Hest
1800 (?) to 1810

The wardens and vestry called 10 the Chareh the Kev,
Dr. Best, from the old country: and he was the first to
occupy the position of rector, though he was the sivth
mimister at Frederica. Dr. Best remained wll 1810, when
he resigned, seeing no prospects of the church heing built;
for the wardens and vestry were depending for thar purpose
on the proceeds of the “glebe lands" acquired from the
State.  “Tt was not till 1820 to quote Dr, I. Holmes,
“that the by iding was erected: in fact, nos until a snfficient
sum had been realized from the lease of the land.”

# ¥ &

VII
(23
Rew. Edmund Matthems, D. B,
1810 to 1827

In 1810, the Rev, Edmund Matthews, . D, was called
to the parish, and served faithiully [or fifteen vears,  [prif
the church was built in 1820, he officiated, as his predeces-
sors had done, in im provised places of worship, He made
the address at the laving of the comnerstone of the new
chureh, and preached the first SCerman from its pulpit. e
was an excellent reader, and till relieved by an organ, led
in the singing,

Dr, Matthews was ane of the three clergymen com.
posimg the primary convention of the Diocese, 10 1823, the
others being the rectors of Christ Church, Savannah. the
first established, and St. Panl's, Augusta, the third, this
Chureh being the second.

It was in 1820 that, the funds from the “glebe lands™
having accumulated sufficiently, the church was bailt, and
in it the congrezation worshiped till the breaking out of the
Civil War, when the men available for serviee enlisted,

Dr. Matthews lies huried under a marhle glab, sup-
portedl on five pillare, pear the southeast corner of the
present church (1910, and the slal 15 zau] to point directly
towards the place of the old altar.
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That alwar is still in practical use, the “mensa”™ of the
ald “communion table” being let into that of the new altar,
while its legs cupport the “eredence table” or shelf on
which the elements are laid before being “placed” on the
altar.

ER

During the vear 1826, 1the parish received =ome minis-

trations from the Rev, T. C. Elliott, of South Carolina,
L] = *

WVIII
(3
Bep. T. & M. Matie
1828 to 1B30

In IR2R. the Rev. Mr. Motte, ni Maine, took charge of
the parish, finding only twe or three eommumicants: hut
he admitted a dozen more during the mext two vears, at
the end of which time he resigned.

During his rectorship, the “glebe lands” were re-sur-
veyed, and found to be of yuite large extent, heing rented
for 25000 a vear,

* # =*

IX
i+
Reo. T. 8. Bartaw
1830 to 1810

In 1830, Bishon Bowen, of South Carolinag, ordained
Mr, Bartow 1o the diaconate, and Maced him at Frederica
0E FECTOr,

In 1831, the convention of the Dioceze met for the
first time in this church: the delegates from the Tsland
being W. W. Hazard, Esq., Thos. B, King, Esq., amd Dr,
Thos, . Hazard.

In 1832, new hooks were presented to the parish, and
in one of these, in Mr. Bartow's own hand, we have a list
of the communicants then resident on the Tsland : 11 Church
people, and 3 Preshyterians (Reg., Vol, 11, p. 276),

Tn 183, there was held in this parish a2 Centennial of
its Church life, At this mecting. there were interesting
ceremonies, and an address by Me, Thamas Spalding.

In 1837, the comvention of the Dioceze met for the
second time in this church; the delegates at this time being
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Messrs, W, W, Hazard, James Conld. and John Fraser
hiere were ar this time a5 many as 13 communicants in the

parish, from 14 white families, aggregating 100 persons -

while the colared papulation amounted 10 about 2,000,

In 184D, an addition was maide 14 the church, to accom-
minfate the large numhber of enlored peaple who wished 1o
worship there: and there was Presented to the Chureh also
A new argan, and set of Communion plate.

This plate was untlortunately lost 1o the Chureh, by
theil from the resilence of Mr. William A Couper, while
he was a refugee on the mainland, during the Civij War,

The zervice in y=e today. ar most of it, is that formerly
Belanging to 3, David's, just opposite thiz place, an the
main, in Ghay Cotnty: far these twa parishes were unized
under e pastor at the time of the Civil War.

It has been newly replated, ae o 2t from Bishap Reese,
tnd s again restored 1o the service of the Chyrel

Lt was about this time that the “Missionary Bee-[live
Soviety,” of which we have record later on, was Organize|
in emulation of a PTIOF community in the church sreepie,
which did good service for the parish, as its namesake dliv]
Afterwards.  The account af this community is ae Frllivis .

The church was in need of repairs, and the fow Chureh
pecple were vnahle 1o furnizh the necessary funds. A gen-
tleman passing the church NHC morting saw (he steeple
surronnded with bees, and being anxinps 1o exnlain this
rewly—found hive, as nearly all of the hess fronm the sure-
rounding places had farsaken their habitations, he made an
examination, and found the steeple filled with hesskey : and
later enough of it was sold to make the DECCSSUTY Temairs,
amld to il g VESLEY-TOOM,  Some ten ¥ears aro. a school-
mate of the rector sent him thie SO0V N verse. written by
his father, whiie 4 twitor on the lsland, and alterwards the
tirst missionary of our Clureh o oo to Africa—the Rev
Be, Savage.

On Mareh 13, 1841, Bishop Elliott made his first wvisiia-
tion 1o this parish, continuing the services thy wgeh the five
davs following,  The Bishop says, ©] found the churel
edifice in very excellent repair, and the groundgs zhbout in
that order which indicates an interest in it welfare ™

In September, 1831, Alr, Bartow resigned, 10 hecome a
chaplain in the United States Navy,
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Boer. Bawurd T. Hlalker
15842 to 18544

The next year, the Rev, Mr. Walker was elocted rector,

“Within the year, the glebe lands attached to the church
have heen sold, the proceeds invested, and the interest
applicd to the minister of the Church.” Thus 3 fuotaiion
from the Journal of 1842, and evidently refers to a partial
sale of the lands in question, as there was a sale of “orl ele
Lands" in 1848,

On January 15, 1843, the second Sunday aiter the
Epiphany, Bishop Elliott consecrated the church, assisted
by the Rev. Dr. Vaughn, of Pennsylvania, Rev. F. ], Good-
win, of Long Tsland, the rectars of Christ Church, Savannah,
and of this church.

During this visitation, the Bishop baptized 33 pETsOnE,
most of them colored, 3 by immersion in the fver al Fred-
crica, and confirmed 28, mostly  colored bringing the
number of commumnicants up to 41, This uphuilding was
due to the earnest work of the Rev. Mr, Walker, “who,”
we read, “baptized great numbers of the colored peaple,”
and who, D, Holmes sayvs, “succeeded in re-gssembling the
Church people of the Island : but from feeble health was
ohliged to retire, having been in charge only two vears,”

The Journal of the Diocese for the same vears shows a
still more reliable evidence of the spiricual vitality of the
parish ; the handiul of Church people raising for home snd
foreign missions the sum of $60.00, the colored people even
adding to that amount, while the above mentioned Mie-
stonary Bee-Hive Society raised $140.00 on its own account.
and had the church repainted,

The Bishop says of the parish at this time: “T found
the church much improved. the external appearance snoke
well for the people, and the increased interest in spiritual
things for the rector.”

The Bishop was, however, far from being satisfied with
his own work among the Colored people: and Dr. Holmes
quaintly remarks about it: “The Colored veople of the
Island were all Bantists, and our beloved Bishop alwavs
collected them together on the Sunday afternoons of his
visitations, and preached 1o them, and taucht them under
standingly and kindly, and they venerated him for his
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goodness towards them ; but he utterly failed 10 convinee
them that his Baptism, cven by immersion, was valid. On
one accasion, the rector presented him with a elass ai 40
for Confirmation, and they were delighted with the laving
on af his gentle hands, and his fatherly henediction—but
he found they were ‘joined to their idols,” and he let them
dlone.”™
LS E ik

XI
(%)
Reo. Evmond P, Bromn
1844 to 1868

In 1844, the Rev. Mr. Drown ook charge of the parish,
in conjunction with St David's, in Glynn County; and the
vear following, he was advanced to the priesthood, by
Rishop Elliott, in Chost Chureh, Savanmah.

Mr. Brown continued to labor faithiuily 1311 the begin-
ning of the Civil War, when all Church lile on the lsland
scems to have been suspended: bur after the war 3
Brows tried to re-establish the active work of the parish,
though in the end he had o give it up, leaving the Lsland
for wood abour L8685,

He reported 34 communicants, two-thirds of them
Colored.  Mr. Dodge records that during this rectorship
the “glebe lands™ were sold. This was evidently a secon
sale, as there had been a sale of these. or a part of these,
lands in 1842, as stated in the Journal of that vear. This is
corroborated by Dir. . Holmes, who plices the sale in 1348,
He says "It may be well to mention that the land upon
which the ald churely (IR20) stands. with the cemetery, was
reserved, also threée acres in the town of Frederca, when
the remainder of the glebe lands weresold |, ., in 1849,
long aiter the first lease had exnired, and the church had
been vacant for many vears: and the proceeds, S1.00000;
invested in one of the Savannah Banks. and lay buried in
the common ruin of the war”

There was also reserved a strip of land, twenty vards
wide, for a distance of 300 yards along the road from
Frederica bevond the Savannah, for the purpose of sup-
plyving wood {or the rector,

The following is Mr. Dodge’s statement of the condition
of things after the close of the war;:
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“The war made many changes in the population of the
[efand. Within two years after the close of the war, bt
[our ar five while families, tormerly resident here, returned.
The places of those thus leaving have been filled but sl iv.
., = -+ - The Church building was occupied by the
Federal troops during the war. and to a oreat extent
idestraved. The altar was unsed, dpparertiy, for a meat
block, and was broken in picces, the pews hurned, amd the
windows broken out, This last act of wanton destruction
was the seat of decay of the whole struetnre.

“The endowment of the parish was lost by the failure
of the Savannah Bank, smd the peonle were oo poor o
rebuild their own church, or 1o support thair own Priest;
so that the work seemed ruined, Mr. Brown did, indeed.
efdeavor to renew it after the war, holding at the same time
the parishes of Brunswick and St. David's: but in 1868 he
abandoned the struggle, and left all three points vacant.

“As Lefore, in 1766, so now, a century later, the Islamd
depended for oceasions] services upon the kindness of oth-
ers, and many of the clergy gave their help  swillingly,
Among others, should be named Rev, Messrs, Colev, Pinker-
ton, Boone, and Lucas, of Brunswick, ind Rew. Samuel
Benedict, ). 1. of Savannsh, But great as was the hlessing
of the services to those fixed in the Faith, We  eannot
wonder that many of the colored people were ledl “astray
therefrom, and fell away to the Baptist body ; 1 which most
of their fellow-Negroes helonged, So zeneral was this
defection, that but one of the communicants of that race
remained. Tn 1879, there were on the [slamd some twenty
white communicants, amd the then Bishop of Georgia, Re
Rev. [. W, Reckwith, D. D)., appointed Messrs. Hopace A
Could and A, G, I'. Dodpe, Jr.. lay readers. Services were
kept up by them, and the legal life of the parish maintainesd
by the election of new wardens and vestry on the call nf
the surviving members of the vestry of 1866,

This statement of Mr, Diewlere, in the paragraph above,
is a modest one, and sives to him who merely reads the
account no idea of the fact that to him alone was due the
resurrection of this wellnigh dead and buried parish—hpur
of this, later,

It is with nleasure that the writer can add 1 few lines
to show that the spirit of devotion was still alive ina few
carnest Churchmen.  Tmmediztely after the close of the
war, and on his return to the Island, Church services were
resumenl by the last member of the ald vestry still resident
here, Mr, Horace Bunch Gould. He reard Evening Praver
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Crery Sunday in his own home, various other PErEons
nearby alse attending.  This he kept up till 1875, when he
surrendered this privilege 1o his son, Horace Abbogt Gould,
who continued to aet as voluntary Iav reader ] Be was duly
Hcensed to seryve officially some four ¥ears later. Mr H,
A, Gould changed the plhes of holding the service to the
old church, and. in default of a hetrer vehiele, Mmaking the
trip i an ox-cart with the family, and having the service in
the afternoon with such as weonld attend,

Thig service My Gould continmed 3] about 1889, wien
he removed from the Island ; but he i« again, and has been
for vears past, the lav reader of the parish, assisting the
recror, whep neceszary, on his occasional visirs la the
Tsland,

The surviving memhers of the vess tr of 1866, referred
0 above, werp Messrs, William AL Couper gndd Horace 13,
Gould, the Tatter only heing in residence, and it was on the
call of these two that the continuity of parochial life was
assured by the electjon of 2 new corporate body for the
parish, in 1870
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Third Period

Parish Reorganized, 187U

It was 1w A, G. P, Dodge; Jr, beiore he ok Haoly
Oriders, that the parish owes so much, apart entirely from
the carnest spiritual work in which he was engaged here
from 1384, when he, as a Deacon, tock charge, 1o 189,
when he, as Rector, laid down his life in her service. e
came in 1879 on a visit to the Island: he remained to give
fortune and life to the re-establishment of the Church here.
He found it a dying remnant of a parishs: he made it from
the missionary standpoin:, the most important o the
Diocese, for it became, by the gift of the greater part of
the fortune of himself, and of his late wife, the center of
the new missionary effort then initizted. which [rom two
divcesan mission stations, begun in 1883 (the writer being
the first Priest-in-charge). can now show 32 stations, 39 of
these being the direct outcome of the money referred to
abave. sometimes called the “Dodge™ fund, but technically
bnown as the “Georgia Missions=" fund.

Mr, Dodge was a man of remarkable personality, appo-
site attributes, and many attainments. e scemed to absorb
knowledge without apparent study, A man of an unusually
wide range of reading, he could give as soon as called for,
accurate nformation on a variety of subjects, with which
ome would little expect to find a man of his yvears con-
versant, .

At the time he consecrated himsell to the Church, he
had seen the world from the standpoint of a wealthy man's
som. and knew well the renunciation ke made when he gave
hiz life 10 the Church in Georeia, That lLife heautifully
iltustrated the spirit.of devotion that possessed him, Bishop
Feckwith once said of Mr. Dodge, while vet a very voung
Priest. that in him was the making of a grand man, and this
expectation was being realized wvear by year, when death
overtaols him, for to glorify God in the service of his fellow-
man bhecame the nazsion of Me, Dodee’s 1ife. The writer
has seen, enomewhere. a verse that aotlv states his concep-
tion of Mr. Dodee’s ideals and work. Without being sure
of the meter, the words are as follows:

31



Thres roots bear np Dominian,
Knoowledpe, Will: these two are strong,
Bur stronger still the third, Obedience:
"Iis the great tap-root, thay koit roumd the rock of Thty
Tz mot strred, thoueh storm and wmpest
Spend their wimost skill”

It was this sense of his dutv. as God's man, which Ted
his will to that complete abedience which was exemplified
in the consecration of fortune, talents, and life to the service
of God, all used to lead men, through the Church's instru-
mentalities, to a closer union with God, that He therchy
might have the Dominion,

Hen, F\ener T, Tueas
1882 to 1884

In 1882, Rev, H. E, Lucas, rector of St Mark's,
Brunswick. became Priest-in-charge, till the rector-tesig-
nate, Mr. Dodge, could complete his Theological studies,
and receive Ordination. Mr. Lucas served the flock with
such regularity and such constant love that he i= regarded
bv many of the older communicants as thelr spiritual father,
savs Mr, Dodge,

Under him, Mr, J. C. Chapman became the lay reader,
amd the =zervices were for a time held under the old oaks,
beside the ruined sanctuary, the supposed preaching place
of John Wesley,

“In January, the new church was commenced upon the
site of the older one, Mr. Chapman being its architect. It
was erected, and endowed, in part by the late Ellen Ada P
Dodge, and in part by her hushand, the present rector
{18835, as her memornal.”

It is in these few words that Mr. Dodge tells of the
gift of this beautiful building, and of the generous endow-
ment for the preservation of the parish,
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XIII
(&)
Rev. A, G B. Bovge. Jr. 5. T, o,
1884 to 1898

COn June 11, 1884 Mt Dodge became rectar, having
been duly elected as such. and ordained] Deacon to that end
v Bizshop Deckwith, in May of the same vear.

December 6, 1883, at an election held pursuant to a
call of the vestry of 1879, and of the sole surviver of that
of 1866, and in accordance with the Act of 808, Mallory
I’. King and Horace A, Gould were elected wardens, and
W. C. Taylor. W, H. Gowan, \W. A, Fuller, Jo 1 Gould,
and M, Bagot vestrymen for the ensuing vear.

On January 11, 1885, the rector was made I'riest i St
Mark’s Church, Brunswick, by Bishop Beckwith, and on
the Feast of the Epiphany of the next year the church was
consecrated.  The following account is from the Church
Press of that time:

“A specially interesting service was held on St. Simon's
Island. Ga., on the Feast of the Evoiphany, The Fishop of
the Diocese, Rt. Rev, J. W. Beckwith, [3. T3, Revs, Thomas
Loone, H, E. Lucas, Byron Hollv, W. A, W. Maybin, H.
L. Stuart-Martin, 1. Watson Winn. and the rector of the
parish, Rev. A G. I Dodge, Jr. met in the vestrv-room of
Christ Church, Frederica, whence, after m hing, they
marched in procession to the main entrance, where they
were received by the wardens and vestry. Entering the
church in doe order, the service of com secration was hegun
by the antiphanal rendering of the appointed Tsalm, At
the proper place, Morning Praver was read by Revs, TT. E,
Lucas and Byron llolly, Rev, Mr Mavhin reading the
lessons. The Bishop was assisted in the Communion Office
by the Rev. D. W. Winn, who read the Epistle, the rector
reading the Gospel. Rev, Thomas Boone, Dean of the
Convocation of Savannah, preached the sermon, The post-
Communion was read by the Rev, [. B, Stuart-Martin, the
Bishop pronowncing the benediction. The church edifice
comsecrated on this nceasion is a perfect little gem: situated
in a grove of vemerable and majestic live oaks, and suor-
rounded by God's acre, in which rest the remains of ances-
tors of many of those present at the service, Under the
wide-spreading branches of one of these monarche of ihe
wodnls, in the old Colonial Davs. the famous brothers, JTohn
and Charles Wesley, stoad and preacherd 10 the new setilers,

33



RT. REW. JOHN W. BECKWITH, D. D.
SECONMD BISHORP OF GEORGIA



Hil!lﬂ‘l}' cold as the I.]R._'r' was | before the memorable
frecee of that year), the ehurch was crowided with worship-
ers, among whom were several who were present at the
consceration, forty-three vears before, of the former edifice,
which was removed that the present building might be
erceted upon the former site, and upon the old cornerstone.

From Brunswick and Darien, n charieral steimers,
came numerous frieads, and all felr that it was good o e
there. The solemn services amd the happy occasion will
long be rememberad by all: and never will it be forgotten
by the rector oi the parish, (o whose devation, =eal, and
unflageing efforts this island parish, and the Diocese are
indebted. under God, 10 1he achievement af =0 happy a
consummation—ULaus Deo”

The building referred 1o, charmingly placed] among oaks,
pines, cedars. and hollies, iz cruciform, with vaulited raof.
amd] recess chancel, the latter flanked by bantistry and ves-
try-room. In addition to the chancel windows to the Rev.
Dr. Matthews, and the very handsome west window to the
late rector; donated by his mother, and his friend, Mr. James
L. Faster, there are many others: Hon., Thomas Dutler
King and his wife. Anna Matilda Page: Ellen Ada T
Diodge ; Thomas Butler King, Jr.: Captain Henry Lord Pave
King and Capt, Mallory Page King: Horace B. Gouald and
Wilson Camphell: Deborah Abbott Gould @ Couper-\Welly :
Rebecca Holmes Dangerfield: Major William Page and
his wife Hannah Timmons; and William Earl Dodge,

There are three mural wablets, The first, in the soutl
transept, 1% as follows:

To the glory of
GOD,

And in loving memory of
Ellen Ada Phelps Dodge
Beloved Wife of
Eev. A. G. P. Dodge, Jr.
Born February 26, 1862
Died November 19, 1883
At Allahabad, India,
To her, under God, is
Due the rebuilding and
Endowment of this
Church
May she rest in peace!
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The ather tablets are to the memory of Mr. Dodge, and
of his son, by his second wife, Anna Deborah Gould Dodge.

In 1890, a chapel for the convenience of summer visit-
ors was erected on the Beach, and consecrated ; but when
by the destruction of the larger hotel, and the shifting of
the summer population, its utility was no longer apparent,
it was in 1906 taken down, and the furniture, with much
of the fabric. used o complete a chapel near Brunswick—
St Andrew's.

In 1893, a chapel for the use of the Colored people was
consecrated near 5t Simons Mills, under the name of St
Tgnatins’.

In 1897, a rerrific evelone struck the Island, demolish-
ing this chapel. bt by the blessing of God, and the com-
certed action of the Colored people and friends without the
parish, it was rebanlt, in much betier stvle; and consecrated
anew by Tishop Nelson, assisted by the rector and the
Revs. F_ M. Mann and E, 11, Butler, Colored clergy.

This has, for a long time, been the center of Colored
work, and has been a great help 10 the community. The
Chureh has appealed to many of the best among the Colored
people. and they have taken hold af it with devotion, The
rendering of the services of the Chureh by this congrega-
tion is a constant source of delight to the rector, The
work iz under the immediate care of the Rev. G, R, Jack-
son, Deacon, while the rector visits it regularly for the Cele-
bratien of the Holy Communion and week-day services.

Dy the zame storm, the private chapel of Mr. N. W.
Dadge, =t St. Simons Mills, was badly wrecked. This
zentleman restored and improved the chapel, and gave it o
the Diocese under the name of St James'. and in memory
of his late wife Emma Dodge. On Janwvary 18, 1887, it was
consecrated by Bishop Nelson, assisted by the rector, and
Rev. Messrs. . T'roy Beatty and D, Watson Winn.

On May 29, 1890, Mr. Daodge was married to Anna
Deborah Gould, of this Tsland; and they both, in 1893,
after the death of their only son, established in his memory
the Anson Dodge Home for Orphan Bovs, at Frederica.

During the fifteen vears past. thi=s Home has been a
hlezsing to many hoye, who would otherwise have had little
chance to make a start in the world, Some hali-dozen of
these hovs are at eollege doing excellent work, and showing
themselves a creidit to their Home at Frederiea: while sev-
eral have leit echonl and are doing well in special vocations.

Besides his work as rector of this parish, Mr, Daodge
acted as “Missionary Trustee” for the large sum he had
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given 1o the Diocese for its mission work. In accordance
with the terms of the trust deed conveying this money,
and acting under specific authority from the Hishop, he had
control of the misston work covered by this convevance.
This convevance gave the right of nominating missionary
clergvimen amd teachers 1o vacancies in the territory cov-
ered, fixing the stipends of the missionaries, with length of
their service; and these rights were to inhere in the rector-
ship of Christ Church, Frederica, in perpetuity.

In this capacity of “Missionary Trustee,” Mr. Dodge
devored much of iz time to the establishment and main-
tenance of missions throughout the larger part of what is
the present Thocese of Georgia: and, ag stated above,
exactly two-thirds of the Afty-two stations in the Diocese at
this time owe their existence to the " Dodge” Fund, and
many of them to his individual exertions.  Mr Dodge
modestly sums up this work in the next few lines: “During
the past ten years, the following clergy have filled the posi-
tion of White and Colored assistants in the parish, to the
general satisiaction.  Their presence has enabled many out-
Iying statioms 1o receive ministration,”

T'he clergy referred to were Revs, Winn, Stuart-Martin,
and W, H. Phillips: and F, W. Dunn and E. H. Butler,
Colored. (Reg., Vol, 1L, p. 11},

Cn March 14, 1897, the RHev, D W, Winn was, by the
unanimous clection of the westry, chosen as “Associate-
Rector, with the right of suecession;” and on the receipt
of the approval of the Bishop he accepted the same: the
Rishop's letter being dated the twenty-ninth of the same
month.

This action was brought about by the condition of the
rector’s health, He had, some time beiore, received painful
injuries in a runaway, while on a visit in the North. In
conserquence of which his physician’s orders were empliatic;
that he should undertake no work that entailed fatigue, no
matter hew important the duty, nor how little the fatigue.
Three times during the eight vears previous Mr. Dodge had
asked the writer to return to the Lsland: but it was not till
one of the vestry made it plain that it was essential for Mr.
Dodge to have with him someone familiar with his work
in the past, as well as with his already-made plans for the
future, that the call to be assoelate-rector was accepted.

In Tune of this vear, the Rev. G, R. Jackson was made
rector's assistant for Colored work. Yet, even with this
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hielp, the rector would not give up zll active work, but
insisted upon doing what he conld.

In August following, he was taken with fever, with
complications, and notwithstanding that he reccived every
attention possible, he =uccumbed to the fever on the
twentieth of the month, to the unfeigned sorrow of his
people and of the community at large: respected and
lamented by all. and loved by those who knew him basr,
and were able to appreciate the sterling qualities, the noble
nature, and the loving heart that weni to malke up the
persanality of the man,

It i= characteristic of Mr. Dodge that death found him
prepared.  He had, some time before, plotted the cemetery,
locating, naming, and numbering every grave possible, and
making a complete record of the same in a book kept for
the purpose. He had his business affairs in order, his wéll
in the safe, and, when his eves were closed, the friends in
attendance had only to take down 3 emall arnamental hasloot
hanging from the bookcase, to find every detail of the
funeral written out.  He desired 1o be buried by the Rev.
Messes, Lueas, Winn, or Stuart-Martin, as the nresence oi
any one of the three, in order, could Lie had. All af them
were present at the funeral, on the twentv-seventh oi
August, as were also Rev. Messrs, Harry Cassil, of Camden,
E. A. Osborae, chaplain United States Army. and L. C.
Birch, 8t. Jnde's, Brunswick,

S0 closed the carthly carcer of one who leaves his
indelible mark upon the State of his adoption, the Church
to whose service he was dedicated at hiz birth, and the preo-
ple for whom he labared =0 lovingly and sa well.

= = ®

XIV
(9

Hew. 1, fatzon Win
1868

Rev. . W. Winn became rector, August 20, without
further action of the vestry. as per the terms of his call:
and the next day a new minute-book of the vestry was
opened, Vol IT1. the older one heing ahout filled. The
original minnte-book of the vestry was lost when the resi-
dence of Rev. Mr. Brown, then rector. was burned, over
at st. David’s, The book in the hands of the vestrv in
1898 (Vol. IT), dates back only to March, 1890, while Vol
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11T takes ug o Januvary 18, 1910, On May 1, 1910, a large
and sufficient book was opened, and the contents of the
other two, they being very poorly bound, were copied out,
so that the records of the parish might be alwavs at hand ;
the old honks being placed in the safe

Cn October 2, 1892 a second violent storm of wind and
rain  visited the Tslame, coming from the northeast, or
beginning from that guarter, [t backed up the water of the
river till it came over the bluf, rising nicarly eight feet above
mean high water mark, while it reached nearly ten feet on
the ocean side. The center of the storm passing, the win,
after an interval of some fftcen minules, came [rom the
opposite quarter, and the waters receded nearly as rapidly
as they had arisen. There was only one death (on Long
lsland) from this storm. b scores of cottages wers
destroved. The chapel of the Transfiguration was thrown
from its pillars_and injured, but was aiterwards restored,
and later, as has been told, removed to another ace. The
argan and hooks were a total loss

Abour 1906, the Hilton-Dodge Lumber Company
abandoned the use of the large saw mills at Hamilion, the
Superintendent’s and one other Church family only remain-
ing till carly in 1999 the Church, b this, losing largely
in membership,

When the present rector assumed charge ol the parich,
the vestry announced that [or varions reasons it was hest
to hold service at Christ Church orly twice a month. Tt is
a pleasure to state that on these two Sundavs the attendance
at chureh usually represents very nearly the White popula-
tion of the Tsland.

Ny this plan, the rector, following established prec-
edent, is enabled to do a considerable amount of mission
work for the Rishop, elsewhere in the Diocese, and without
material detriment to his work in the parish, using for such
work the alternate Sundays,

There is little worth reporting for the twelve years
past:except to say that the parich keeps up its interest in
missions.  Kpowing that the “testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.” it knows also that the test of vital
Christianity is the necessity of making mission work, as it
testifies of Tesus, a vital element of its organic Chaureh life.
Since 1879, the parish has not only never failed to send in
its full quota for Diocesan Missions, but has also, since
the mmtraduction of the plan of “Apportionment for General
Missions,” invariably paid in the full amount apportioned ;

39



while fram 1BU8 to 1906, when it lost so many members by
removal, it paid never less than 35 per cent., and several
times 100 per cent. more than was asked. Not only so, but
the children of the parish seem to consider it a pleasore
to work [or missions. For years past, they have sent to the
“Children's Offering” annually $25.00, and this year, with
little mare than one-third the numhber of children. they
ftave =ent the same sum total

The rector is not ashamed o boast in this matter; he
ts simply telling what these little ones of the Master would
never dream of saving for themselves: they consider such
actz of loving devotion just part of their Church member-
ship.

The rector must alse he permitted to say here, that
this spirit in the children of the parish has been cultured,
fostered, and encouraged by their day and Sunday-schoa!
teacher, who while of another Christian following gives
her unstinted zervice to the development in these children
of all that is Churchly and Christlike: while the boys from
the Home have learned this same lesson irom their hene-
iactress,

The present statistics of the parish are of no concern
jor thiz narretive; they may be =cen in the Journals of the
Diacese; but some valuable data are to he found in the
Appendix,

The rector, in corclusion, desires to thank the vestry
for ready co-operation in the past, and an increased inter-
est in the present; the congregation for a courtesy he
deems indicative of confidence and atfection, and which
is his recompense and joy: his visiting iriends and guests
torday for their presence and assistance in making this
arniversary a real memornal of some of our fellow-workers
af the past, who “having finished their work in faith, do
now rest from their labors."”
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Appendix

I

Clevapmen in Charge

Missionaries

Rev. Charles Wesley, 1736,

ey, Georgre Whitfield, I837-38

Fev, William Norris, 1840-41.

Rev, Samuel Bosomworth, 188345,

Rev. Bartholomew Zoaberbuhler, 1746-G6,

Rectors

Rev, _o____ Best, [X 13, 1800 (%) -10,
Rev, Edmund Manhews, T D, 1810-27.
Rev, T, 5 W. Motte, 183830,

Rev. T. 5 Bartow, 1830-41,

Rev, Edward T. Walker, 1842-44.

Rev. Edmund P, Brown, 184408,

Rev, Henry 5. Luecas, 188251,

Bev. AL G P. Dodge, Jr., 3. T. B, 1884798,
Hev, D, Watson Winn, 1908-1910,

II

Lay Eeaders

Mr. Horace B. Gould, 1866-73,
Mr. Horace A, Gould, 187391,
Mr. A G P, Dodge, Jr., 18753-84
Mr. J. C. Chapman, 1882,

Mr. Frank A. Bovle, 1889-95,
Mr W, C. Taylor, 189192,

Alr. J. D, Genaled, 1891-02.

Mr. B F. Macintire, 1802.97,
Mr. Horace A, Gonld. 1906-10,
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II1

Testep

The Old Church

1808,
Wardens—Messrs. William Page, Robert Grant,
Vestry—Messrs, Joseph Turner, John Couper. James
Hamilton, John Demere, George Abbott,
1841
Wardens—Messrs, John Couper, James Gould
Vestry—D>Messrs. James F. Gould, Paul Demere, lohn
Demere, W, AL Couper, H. B Gould.
1851
Wardens—Messrs, Thos. B King, William W. Hazard.

Vestry—Messrs. Willtam A, Couper. James F. Gould,
H. B. Gould.
1866
Vestry—Messra, William AL Couper. Horace B. Gould.

The New Church
Wardens

Mr, Horace B, Gould, 1879,
Mr. Mallory 17 King, ISA9-26.
AMr. Horgce A, Gould, 1886,
Mr. W, €. Taxlor, 1888-1910.
Rev. D) W, Winn, 188280,
Mr. J. D, Gould, 1820-1910,
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Vestrymen

Mr. AWV, Smith, 1879,

Alr. H. A, Gould, 1879,

Mr. 8. C Sutton, 1879,

Mr. W C. Taxlor, 1879-87,
Mr. Wo H. Holmes, 1879 and 189002,
Me W. A: Faller; 1385,

AMr, H. Bagorr, 1883-86.

Are, W, H, Gowan, 1883-26,
Mr. I D, Gould, 1885-85
Mr. J. E. Young, 1836,

AMr. 7B Robinson, 18U0-02,
Mr B F. Macingire, 180005,
Mr. J. L. Foster, 1890-1901.
Ar. C. G Stevens, TRU1-1910,
Mr, B Dhilips. 1893-1901,
Mr. [, Postell, 1901-06,

Alr, 1. H. Whitmire, 1901-10,
Mr. 1. A. Foster, 1903-0A),
Mr W, M, Shadman, 1906-10.
Mr. €. W, Tavlor, 1910,

Mr. C. F. Stevens, 910



Iv
Delegates to the Discesan Convention, From the Old Church

It was so largely the custom in the carly days of the
Church in this country, to send only wardens or vestrymen
to represent the parishes in convention, that in the following
list of delegates of the Old Church, from 1831 to 184¥, the
first two named are alinost sure to have been wardens, and
the las| one a vesiryman.

1831
Wardens—Wm. W. Hazard, Ezq., Thos. B. King, Esq.
Vestryman—Dr, Thos, F. Hazard,
136
Warden—DNMr, James Hamilton Couper,
Vestrvman—D>Mr. Charles Teabody (took seat).
1837
Wardens—2Mr. W, H, Hazard, Mr, James Gould,
Vestryman—DMr. John Fraser.
1238
Wardens—2Mr, Tames Gould, Mo, W, W, Hazard,
Vestryman—23e. John Fraser
1840
Wardens—2Mr, Tames H, Couper, Mr. W, W. Hazard.
Vestryman—>Mr. John Demere.
1843
Wardens—2Mr, Charles Grant, Mr, James F. Gould.
1844
Wardens—2r. Charles Grant, Mr, John Demere.
Vestryman—>Mr, Panl Demere.
1845
Warden—Mr. Charles Grant,
1847
Wardens—Hon. Thos. Butler King, Mr, John Demere.
Vestryman—23lr. W. W. Hazard.
P
The Journals of the Convention contain the names of
the delegate from this parish since 1879; while the Minute
Books of the parish have a complete list of Wardens and
Vestrymen since 1820,
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v
Parish Papers

The following are among the important papers, belong-
ing to the parish, and are kept in a saie provided for that
purpose, received from the late rector:

Rector’s account of all moneyr that has passed

through hiz hands,

Lozl O U e S

ol
=8

Fl:
12,

Parizh Registers, three.

Minute Baoks of the Vestry, three,

Trust Deed of Frederica Fund, No, L.
Trust Deed o Frederice Fund, No. 2.
Trust Deed of Frederica Fund, No. .
Truzt Deed of Georgia Missions Fund,
Trust Deed of Anson Dodge Home,

Will of Hev. A, (5. P Dodge, Jr.

List of real estate of the parish,

[.ist of the property covered by insurance.
Schedules of nominations of missionaries under the

Georgia Missions Fund.

13,

Copies of all reports made to Diocesan Conven-

tions [or twelve vears past.

14

Sundry papers of historical interest to the parish.



VI

Frederica Fund v

This Fund is held by the Corporation under three sep-
arate Deeds of Trust

First: *Dated February 3, 1886, i5 for & 7, A0
Income from this part is, first, for “Rector’s
Salary,” bur “may * * * he used for
Eepairs, Maintenance and Improvement of
Church, Parsonage, and Church-yard.”

Second: fDated February 24, 1886, 1= for ______510,511.80
[ncome [rom this part i=s for “Rector’s
Salary.™  The other two deeds are merely
parts of this principle one.

Third: FDated September 5, 1887, is for _______ & 030000
lncome from this part is “1-19 for Rector’s
Salary, %-19 [or Repairs and Insurance, and
10-19 for Colored work.™

537 73930
“Mote, 'This wimount wie reepived i 1904 from Bev. D, Siaact Dodgs, hs
setifing Arsd FEA00.00, wad later B2O57T.50,

*Wote, The original amonnt was F7.300.000 but by the merging m 1935 of
this end the “Specinl Fond ™ of £1,711.40—fram sale of the old rectory, wilth some
seenmubifions, it lias grows nnder the Corporstion fa ile presant figurs,

+Mote, rosn  1EPF o 1904 she nmoamnt required By ihe Thind desd for

“Ropaird el Tisuranee™ was about S2A0.00 o wear: snd this ewm wes dishocked
by the reetor fhrough the VHesrve Fund,” as specified: Tad osinee 1905 dhe
rector hme been nsing for “repalvs and  foswmance” ander this  desd, and  far

“pepmirs, mainternies and improvement of Church, parsensge, and choreh-rard.”
urfer the fiest deod, smo-fonsth of the total ineome of this Fand, pnooally.

Mote. Mr. Diedgs nlwoys tonk chaege of the Colored waork, and’ employsl
asaiptants 1o wark nmder him: ene of them te be peid by the “Oecrsing Misslons
Fund:™ amad fhis plun has b refpined in the porish.

Hote.  For waily yenrs past, awing to andarsesn conditions incident ta invest-
ment, nenrdly one-fourth of the total eorpms of Freletica Fomd hes hees ton-
insarest Learing: hag indeed boen o charpge to the mesme of the purish of several
hundeeds of dollars: bab the officers of he Oorporation are doing sll they ean to
warrect this - diffieuliy.
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M. (. F. BETEVEXZ
MR CALVERT STEITART

ME, JORN POSTELL
ME. ELLIOTT STEVEXS

MR,
MI=S
MIES
MRS

I 4. MACINTIRE
JTLIA GOULD
ANGELA STEUAHT
EDNA TAVLOR
MigE DOROTIY STEVENS
MRS, WAL POSTELIL

MES. 1. L, ETEVENS

WM. JOHN L. 4TEVEXES
MRS, 1.0, REDIG

MRS, €. POSTELL

MISS V. REINHARDT
MI18H JESHIE s*r_:—g.:.-m'f
MISE MAUDE TAYLOR
ME, DON MeCA=ELLL
MISE DEBGHAH STEUANRT
MR, J. D GOULD

ME, TLIFFORD TOSTHELL

Committees

'-_u_rzns-]: priation

Chureh Faed

ME. . w. TAYLOR

Reception

Entertainmeit

lshers

Ml LEQ ARNOLIN
ME REGINALD TAYLDE

N JAMER SHADMAN
ME, ARTHIR TAYLOR

ARS A D DHODMGE

MES. DONALD MeOASKILL
MBS, LED ARNOLD

ME W, C. TATLOR

ME. DL GOULID

ME O, G STEVERS

MIt. W, H. SHADMAX

M. DOUGLASH TATLOR
ME. POTTER GOULD
ME. CLAUDE CRIDER
MES. W. ARNOLI

MEsS, J. QURHIE

MISS MARY GOULD
MI=s VIRGINLA CURRIE
MES. J. POSTELL

ME, ARCHIBALD TAYLON

ME. W. W, ARNOLD

Earresponhing Heereturp

MRS, W, H. 5HADAAN
Sk, Simons Mills, Ga.



Organization

Parish

Rector
REV. D. WATSON WINN

Fenior Warden Huicter Warhen
MH- WAL €, TAYLOR MK, JAMER D_.GOULD
lestey .
ME- 0. G, STEVEXS ME. W. H. BEHADMAY
3 MR, €W, TAYLOR

MR L BTEY
ME. (. F. 5TEVENS

Secectary Treasieeee
M, TAMES Tn, GOLU LD ME. W, IL SHATRMAN

Wam=Reaber
Mit, HORACE & GOULD
Belenziza ta Diacesan Toiventisn

MHE. H. A GOTLD MR. ©, F, STEVEXS
M. [ 000

Drpunisis
MRS, 1. WATSON Wik MISE MADA MeDONALD
it
- =
Sundap-Hehoal
Enoerictenident
ME. CITARLER W, TAYLOR
Teachers
MR, AL Th DHHGEE MISE MADL MeDHNALD
MIZE2 EDXA G TAYLOR £ MIZE MAUDE E. TAYLOR
Ereaaacer

MHS A DD DODGE



Woman's Auxiliare
[Missionnry Bee—Five Seoiety?

Wipe-Prraident

Presihent
ATlEE. W, H. SHADMAX

MRS, JAMES 1 GO0
Lreagarcr

MR O, G HTEVEXS

Secretary
MER. D WATSON WINN

e
@ hurch-Tard Assaciation #
Hreaiivent Vhce-YPresiven:
MRS W, C, TAYLOR MES ANGHLA STEUART
Foreetarp Treasorer
MBS TOHN I"OsTELL M= JOHN 1L, STEVEKE
il

Hunior Auxiliarp

Yeesinent
IR JULTA GOULE

Srrrctury Trrasnree

PAYVEON MIDDLETON VIRGINLY CURRIE



Calored Work

Rector's  Assistand
REV. 5. B, TACKSON

Massion Testrp

ME. P C. JOEEPIL ME. BRIOTARD FLOYD
MR AMEELM MERCHAXT MH. JOHN LEE

Eerectary wnd Teeasucer
ME. PETER O JOSEFH

Wrgemial
MES, WILLIAM LIFE

Sumdap-Fehool

Sapereintenhent
REV. & K. JACESON

Teashirs

MES. WM. LIFE Mi&s LULA LIFE

Adlr Society

Eereelacy President Treusarer
MHES, J. ARMSTRONG MRS Wil LIFE AWE, LAVINLIY SELLERS



St. JJames’ Pavish
&1, Simons Island, BHa.

.t.

Christ Church

Jfrederia

Sprrices begon Fehrmary 150 15734
Chapel bailt i L7385
Parish Bonnds Esfabiished Marel 15, 1758
Parish Inporparatsd by Aol of Legisinture. Deesmisr 22, 1503

Church Built in 1620 ; Conssernted January 15, 1843

Purish Reveganizsd Fehroarry o4, 1278

Chirell Bebufls in 1864, Consecratsd Jemmry 6, 1586

£t. James' Chuech

Thamiltan

Danated in THAG: Detmociated Jomuary 15, 1887

Coloren

£t, Aynativs’
Hewtomn

Conpecsntod Jumary 96, 1823

St Perpetua
Eross Roais
Buaile in 1835



Foecwardh

These notes are put together in the effort 1o preserve,
in some more permanent form, the reomls of this, the
second oldest parish in the Diocese or Slate.

As to the carlier part, little attempt has heen made 10
enlarge an the material already in hand: that being deemed
sufficient, in the main, 1o give a connected, if brief, view of
the work done in this place. Some new material has, how-
ever, been secured, and woven into the narrative in places
where its existence indicated the need of a fuller statcment,

The records referréd 1o were found in the archives of
the Iiocese, and in the register of the parish, Vol 1L

'he madesty of the late rector left the period covered
by his incumbency (1879 to 1898) <o meager in detail that
it has been necessary to fill in very largely in order o get
any idea of the things accomplished during that eventiul
epoch. This has been a grateful duty to the writer, specially
that he was, from 1884 to 1898, closely associated with the
late rector in hiz parochial amd missionary work. more =0
during much of that time than any other Priest.

This narrative contains little, for the most part, 1o inter-
est the general public: but the Island was the seat of much
of the culture and refinement, as well as of large agricul-
tural aetivities, of the post-Revolntion period, and the
imterest of these earlier inhabitants centered in the little
church nestling here among the trees; and as the descendants
of these people still figure in the Church work of the Diocese
it was felt that this anniversary would do some good in
recounting the things done of old, and in giving an oppor-
tunity for reunion hetween those whose homes were once
here, amd s who remain,

Pat there was a hetter motive hack of these, which was
deemed 3 sufficient apology for it all; and that was to seek
to recall 1o the new workers in this old Phocese of Georgia
the henefits of which they have been. and will continue 1o
be, the recipients, through the eonsecration and generosity of
the late rector of this parish. the Reverend Anson Green
Phelps Dodge, Jr. 5. T. B.
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